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OSOYOOS SECONDARY SCHOOL
SCHOLARSHIP, AWARD AND BURSARY APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

There are 3 Scholarship/Bursary/Award sections to apply for:

A. 	Scholarships/bursaries where the donor has elected the school’s Awards Committee to make the selection in accordance with the school’s selection criteria and any other criteria the donor wants us to include: 

Complete an OSS Scholarship - Bursary Checklist  form and email to sbrownin@sd53.bc.ca by Friday, April 10th, 2026 by 3:30 pm.  
All applications are welcome, but the OSS Awards Committee’s selection will be based on donor criteria, academic rigor, GPA and financial need.


B.	Scholarships/bursaries where the Donors Select the recipient based on the donor’s criteria

Complete the donor application requirements which may include a Donor Application Form (found on the school website or at the office) and write an application letter addressed to the donor.   
Submit the completed form, letter,  and any supporting documents to the office by Friday, April 10th, 2026 by 3:30 pm unless the donor has stated another deadline. 

How to Write a Donor Application Letter - your typed letter MUST include the following:

	1.  	Address your letter to the specific donor.
2. Indicate what bursary, scholarship, or award you are applying for, and how you meet the 	criteria.
3. Include what your future plans are - post secondary institution, program of study, career 	goals, etc.
4. Indicate your financial need - why you need a bursary / how you would use it.
5. List your courses and marks in grade 11 (final marks) and grade 12 as of Semester 1.
	•	include a copy of your semester 1 final report card 
•	collect semester 2 interim report form from the office, have your teachers complete 	it and include it with your application(s)
6.	List your accomplishments - at school (honor roll, athletic, clubs, school service, etc.)
7.	Include community service and involvement.
8.	End the letter with a summary statement.

	Please type your letter, sign it, and submit it to the office by Friday, April 10th, 2026, at 3:30 pm. 

C. 	Online applications, where the Donor selects the recipient based on the donor’s criteria

	Complete the donor application requirements online by the deadline that donors sets.  






IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER

1) Items to Submit to the OSS Office by Friday, April 10th, 2026, 3:30 pm
a. Grad Profile - email to sbrownin@sd53.bc.ca
b. Scholarship and Bursary Checklist – complete this document and email to oss@sd53.bc.ca
c. Letters to specific donors unless they are to be mailed directly to donor.  Hand into the office with everything stapled together.   These do not need to be in envelopes unless they contain personal financial information.  

2) Items to Submit to the OSS Office by Friday, May 22nd, 2026, 3:30 pm

District/Authority Scholarship Awards – Application Form – complete the document and submit to the office or email to sbrownin@sd53.bc.ca 

3) All the files can be found on the Osoyoos Secondary School website: oss.sd53.bc.ca Click on the Graduation & Scholarship/Bursary Information under the Students Tab.

4) You need to confirm you graduation credits – if you’re not in line to graduate, you will be removed from the grad list until such time that you’ve earned your way back on – the onus is on you to show us you have the credits/courses and deserve to be on the stage at grad.   

5) Provincial Exams & PSI (Post Secondary Institution) paperwork – log into the student secure web on the BC Education website to forward your transcripts to schools you’re applying to:

https://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/tsw/tsw/student/




	2025-2026 SCHOLARSHIPS/BURSARIES/AWARDS AVAILABLE 
FOR OSOYOOS SECONDARY SCHOOL

SECTION A
For the following awards please complete the OSS Scholarship and Bursary Checklist based on the information in the Scholarship and Bursary booklet. Both can be accessed on the school website under “Scholarship and Bursary Info”. Please email these items to oss@sd53.bc.ca no later than Friday, April 10th, 2026, at 3:30 pm.


	AWARD COMMITTEE MAKES SELECTION
	Amount

	Appleby Family Award 
· A deserving student who is a deserving, strong PE student 
	$ 750 scholarship

	Babbaljit Singh Brar Memorial
· Student who is pursuing a career in trades, (preferably electrician) and have shown volunteerism
	$ 500 bursary

	Bhavsagar Sikh Temple *
· From the Sikh Community and/or
· Deserving student
	
TBA

	Border Town Estate Winery
· Students have volunteered at school or in the community.
· Demonstrated academic drive and excellence 
	$ 500 bursary

	Brian and Sheila Cudworth Memorial
· Non-academic bursary for a deserving student in financial need.
	2 x $1000 bursary

	Charlotte Campbell Memorial Bursary
•     No specific criteria
	$ 850 bursary

	Connor Long Memorial Scholarship
•     No specific criteria
	$ 500 scholarship

	Dr. George & Carolyn Cope Memorial Scholarship
•     No specific criteria
	$ 500 scholarship

	Dr. G. Theophilus Memorial Bursary 
•     female student going into engineering, diversity a priority
	$ 500 scholarship

	District / Authority Scholarship Award
· Must attend a post-secondary institution or program
· Superior achievement in Fine Arts, Applied Skills, Physical Activity or Second Languages
· Must demonstrate to the Committee their proficiency in one of these areas
Must Complete District Authority Application Package by May 22, 2026
(copies are available in the office or online)
	
4x $1250 scholarship

	Harrington Jim & June and Osoyoos breakfast program
· Financial need and community service 
	$ 500 bursary

	Lianne Shiels Memorial Award
· Participated and demonstrated growth through OSS Drama Club, financial need
	TBA

	Marv & Rhonda Wiebe Scholarship
· Academic excellence and strong athletic performance and leadership skills
	$ 1000 scholarship

	Nan & Alex Forman Bursary
· Students requiring financial need and pursuing post-secondary education
	$ 110 bursary

	Okanagan Correctional Centre 
· Recipient must be looking to pursue a career in law enforcement
· If there is no suitable candidate, then the recipient must be enrolled in post-secondary
	$ 500 scholarship

	
Okanagan Similkameen Administrator’s Association
· Preference to Grad’s whose family is/was a member of OSPVPA. Otherwise pursuing a career in education at post-secondary. 
	$ 500 bursary

	Osoyoos Secondary Scholarship Foundation
· High academic achievement and proof of registration at a post-secondary institution
	3 x $500 scholarship

	Original Osoyoos Concert Series
· Post-secondary education in arts or music
	$1000 scholarship

	Rotary Club of Osoyoos
· Good grades with involvement in community service
· Trades student with involvement in community service
	
2x $1000 scholarship

	
School District #53 Scholarship for Trades and Non-Academic
· High achievement and enthusiasm in one of the trades
	$ 2000 scholarship

	School District #53 Scholarship for Academic
· High academic achievement
	$ 2000 scholarship

	Sheila Bull Memorial Scholarship
· Science based post-secondary training
	$ 325 scholarship

	South Okanagan General Hospital Medical Staff
· Highest overall mark in Math, Sciences, Biology and entering the medical field
	$ 2000 scholarship

	South Okanagan Health Care Auxiliary
· The recipient must be enrolling in the Health Care Field. Proof of registration is required
	$ 2500 bursary

	South Okanagan Similkameen Teacher’s Union
· Recipient must pursue post-secondary studies
· SOSTU members’ children will be considered first. Otherwise, consideration will be given to students pursuing the field of education or working with children and youth.
	
$ 550 bursary
$ 1250 scholarship

	The Fortitude Scholarship
· A graduating student who has had to work through some adversities or challenges has presented to complete school
· Must show proof of registration in a program of at least 8 months or more in duration
	
$ 250 scholarship

	Times Chronicle
· 
	
TBA

	Town of Osoyoos
· Must provide proof of registration at a post-secondary institution
	3x $1500 bursaries

	United Church Thrift Shop
· Going to a deserving student who needs financial help for post-secondary education
· Community involvement (volunteering)
	2x $1500 scholarship
3x $1500 bursary

	Vaughn Dennis Memorial

	TBA 



SECTION B
For the following bursaries/scholarships, students must complete the donating organization’s application form and/or write letter addressed to the donor if there is no application form. Recipients are selected by the donating organization.  Application forms are ready for pick up at the office or can be accessed on the school website under “Scholarship and Bursary Info”.  All applications must be submitted to the OFFICE by Friday, April 10th, 2026.

	DONOR MAKES SELECTION
	Amount

	Dorosz Family
· Fine Arts, Music or Trades student will be asked to explain their post-secondary plans. Show financial need and school registration.  

	
$ 500 bursary

	Ian Ritchie Memorial Bursary
·  potential entrepreneur, self-employed (Hairdresser or Esthetician preferred)

	
2x$1000 scholarship


	Ivor and Heather Langley and Friends
· Any student who is pursuing an education (teaching) degree

	
$ 500 scholarship

	Kiwanis Club of Oliver
· [bookmark: _Hlk65762091]Post secondary in trades or university programs.  
Fill out Kiwanis Club of Oliver application forms and return to OSS by April 10, 2026
	
4x $500 scholarship
or 2x $1000

	Osoyoos & District Arts Council
· Resident of Osoyoos, pursuing post-secondary in the arts or community focused field
Fill out ODAC application form and return to OSS by April 10, 2026
	
$500 award

	Osoyoos Elks #436
· Affiliation to a member of the Osoyoos Elks preferred but not mandatory
· Must be attending post-secondary in BC
	
3x $1000 bursary

	Osoyoos Volunteer Fire Department
· Applicant with active/retired family FD member or be going into the trades
	2x $1500 award

	Osoyoos Golf Club
· Must have been a member at Osoyoos Golf Club and/or participant of the Junior Golf Development Program (Golf Academy)
	
TBD

	Portuguese Canadian Cultural Society *
· Scholarship must be going into trades
· No criteria for bursary 
	
TBA

	Royal Canadian Legion Branch #173
· Bursaries to all graduates from ex-service families and/or show financial need
· The form must be filled out completely
· * MUST COMPLETE ALL THE LEGIONS REQUIREMENTS REQUESTED ON FORM
Fill out Royal Canadian Legion application form and return to OSS by April 10, 2026
	
6 x $1000 bursary

	
South Okanagan Sports Athletics Association
· Athletics, citizenship, leadership, academic
Fill out SOSAA application form and return to OSS by April 10, 2026 
	 TBD





SECTION C
For the following bursaries/scholarships, students must complete the donating organization’s application form. Recipients are selected by the donating organization.  Application forms and information sheets are online.  All applications must be sent directly to the donor.

	Association of School Transportation Services of BC
· Going into Commercial Heavy-Duty Mechanic 

http://www.astsbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/ASTSBC-Scholarship.pdf


	BC General Employees Union
· Related to a current or retired BCGEU member or staff
· Going into post-secondary in 2025

https://www.bcgeu.ca/2026_bcgeu_scholarship_program_now_open

The Deadline for submission is February 15, 2026


	BC Hockey (various scholarships available)
· BC Hockey registered members who develop their academic career aspiration while at the same time nourishing their interest in Hockey
· Evaluated on academic achievement, sportsmanship, hockey participation as well as school and community participation and service

Scholarship Application | BC Hockey

Application opens at the end of March 2025


	BC School Trustees Association

· Outstanding citizenship withing their school and community

BCSTA Scholarships - British Columbia School Trustees Association

The Deadline for submission is March 2, 2025


	BC SSA - BC School Sport Scholarship
· Be enrolled or have participated in one of BC SS Sanctioned Sports
· Must be entering full-time studies at Post-Secondary Institution

Scholarships | BC School Sports

The deadline for submissions is May 2, 2025



[bookmark: _Hlk32495094]

	
Community Foundation South Okanagan/Similkameen
Various bursaries available: 
· Sharon Amos 3x $500 award (Fine Arts)
· John & Kathy Scarfo 10x $3000 award (post-secondary education) 
· Thea Haubrich Legacy Fund one or two awards $250 to $500 ea (Encaustic Art)
· Aboriginal Education Fund 2-3x$700 (post-secondary education)
· Culver Family Bursary Fund $1400 award (going into Humanities) 
· Lynn & Brian Jackson Endowment for Fine Arts $500 award
· Irene & Charles Armstrong Bursary Fund $1000 award (mental health impairment)
· L&R Supplementary Bursary Fund $800 upgrading education (Trades)
· Eva & Herbert Rosinger Scholarship Fund 2x $3530 studies in engineering or physical sciences (chemistry, physics, astronomy, biology
www.cfso.net/grants/apply-for-a-bursary
Applications open end of March 2025. Check for accurate date

	

CUPE Local 523
· Must have a parent or guardian who is a CUPE 523 member in good standing
· $400 bursary on a first-come, first-serve basis

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AZ39VyH87kO4tzwNb5kv9UlR0KClznNOrp3xRYJy90FUNU5OV0hHVVpHSkpXUE1XOEs3WFhMNjg4VC4u

Online applications must be received by May 16, 2025


	Indigenous Awards
· 2024 Indigenous Awards- Over 700 Individual Awards, please check link for eligibility
https://www.ikbbc.ca/indigenous-awards/about-this-award/

Application deadline: April 4, 2025


	Interior Savings Credit Union
· Must have an Interior Savings Account
· Criteria is on the website
https://info.interiorsavings.com/bursaryapplication

Applications must be in by February 29, 2025


	
Okanagan College High School entrance awards

https://www.okanagan.bc.ca/financial-aid-and-awards#awards



	OMAHA Okanagan Mainline Amateur Hockey Association
· Scholarship to BC Minor Hockey registered members who develop academic or technical program in terms of their aspiration and nourishing their interest in hockey 

https://files.hisports.app/attachment/0zlER43jLlyq.pdf

Application deadline is April 30, 2025


	
Osoyoos Credit Union
· Recipient or family member must be active member of OCU
· Bursary: Family income, marks where possible, aspirations, community involvement
· Scholarship: Academic achievement, located within our trade area
· Fill out OCU application form, not limited to OSS students

Up to 10 x $1000 (org wide)

https://ocubc.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Bursary-Application-OCU-2020.pdf

Apply by April 24th, 2025


	
REMAX Quest for Excellence Scholarship Program 

REMAX Canada 2026 Quest for Excellence Scholarship Program

Submission deadline March 6th, 2026


	
South Okanagan Minor Hockey Association
· Candidate must be a currently SOMHA registered member including players, coaches, officials and timekeepers
· Consistent academic standing, good school, and community representation
https://somha.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/1729/2021/02/Scholarship-Application-2020-2021.pdf

SOMHA Application and supporting letters must be e-mailed to info.somha@gmail.com
by April 30, 2025






Sample Bursary Application

Date

To whom it may concern:

I have been accepted to attend Selkirk College in Castlegar for the fall semester, commencing in September 20__. I will be entering the field of ___________, which is a ___year program. Once I have successfully completed this course, I will decide whether to enter the work force or whether to continue with further studies.  

I have been an active member of the High School Basketball and Soccer teams and have played at the Provincial Level in both sports. I have volunteered my time coaching younger kids in both soccer and basketball. My community involvements include helping at the Ironman Triathlons and escorting Town Royalty at various functions. 

The estimated costs for the _________ Program are as follows: 

First Year:		Tuition Fees		$  2,060
			Books			$  1,415
			Personal Gear		$  1,375
			Living Expenses	$  5,500
			Total			$10,350

Second Year:	Tuition Fees			$  2,260
			Books			$     930
			Living Expenses	$  5,500
			Total 			$  8,690

Third Year:

Fourth Year:

As you can see the costs of this program are quite high and involves purchasing several items, all crucial to my academic success. As a result, I foresee and increase in my overall expenses. I am attempting to pay for as much of my own schooling as possible by way of summer employment and by using some savings. I would appreciate your kind consideration of my Bursary and Scholarship Application. 
   

Yours truly,

Sign your name

Student Name






Sample Thank You Letter


June 28, 20__

Bursary Committee
Osoyoos Credit Union
P.O. Box 360
Osoyoos, BC  
V0H 1V0 

Dear

Please accept my heartfelt thanks for selecting me as the recipient of the Osoyoos Credit Union Bursary for 2023-2024.  I feel honored to be chosen as the Osoyoos Secondary School student recipient.

Your generosity will help me to continue my education at the post-secondary level, providing me with additional financial support.  I have worked hard to prove myself as a responsible student and member of my community and being chosen for this award means a lot to me. My parents and I are long time Credit Union members and are very supportive in my efforts to further my education.

I am planning to enter the _______ field and this award will be put towards tuition, textbooks, and accommodation.

Again, thank you for your generous support of education in our community. 

Sincerely, 

Sign your name

Student Name
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